AN OPEN LETTER TO UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON BOARD OF REGENTS;
UH SYSTEM PRESIDENT AND CHANCELLOR, RENU KHATOR,;
MEMBERS OF THE UH WORK GROUP, AND UH SGA PRESIDENT,
SHAUN THERIOT-SMITH

November 5, 2015

We the undersigned are a confederation of University of Houston students, faculty,
staff, alumni, parents, and friends who stand in opposition to S.B. 11 “Campus
Carry” which has been visited upon us by the Texas legislature this year and due to
take effect August 1%, 2016. We recognize the law has been signed.

We know that S.B. 11 is now the law and that we are legally bound to uphold it.
However University of Houston System President and Chancellor Renu Khator is
granted within the law the ability to reasonably prohibit the carrying of lethal
weapons in our classrooms, our offices, and our dormitories. We therefore call
upon our President to do so.

In addition, as citizens of a nation that guarantees free speech and as members or
supporters of an institution that guarantees academic freedom, we will rightfully
participate in the long American tradition of principled dissent from dangerous and
unjust laws.

Therefore, we state our opposition to S.B. 11 in the strongest terms possible. We
know from the empirical evidence that guns on campuses can yield horrendous
results. A review of the published accounts of mass shootings on college
campuses since 1966, shows an unequivocally clear pattern: every shooter was a
student or faculty member at the campus where the killings took place and in all —
except two cases — the killers owned the weapons they used to gun down their
instructors, colleagues, and peers. These were not crimes by outsiders but by those
with routine familiarity with their victims. Moreover, there is broad consensus
among scientists studying gun violence that gun violence in our culture is now at
epidemic proportions, as reported by Dr. David Hemingway, Harvard School of
Public Health and Director of the Harvard Injury Control Research Center in his
recent LA Times Op-ed.

The gun culture of the United States crossed a line and stepped into our
classrooms, our offices, and our dormitories with the passage of S.B.11. As
University of Houston students, educators, staff, alumni, parents, and supporters,



we will continue to say NO to guns on campus no matter what the laws say until
the public health crisis created by the NRA and their allies for unfettered firearm
use in the U.S. is under control. We will talk, teach, and march to demand the
safety of all UH constituents and visitors. We will reach out to our legislators, to
our UH alumni among business and religious leaders, and to others in the wider
UH community on as many fronts as we are able to, and will work in solidarity
with them to oppose S.B. 11 until it is repealed.

We, therefore, call upon our Governor-appointed Board of Regents, our President
and Chancellor, the appointed members of the UH Work Group, and our elected
SGA student body president, to stand with us for a safe and gun-free campus.
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